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The True Identity of

Harry George Fred Bryde

John Dwyer

Preface
I'd like to thank the following for their valuable assistance.

Maree Appleby, Matthew Bryde, Rachel Bryde, Laura Jones, Lyn Cremer, Gemma Bartz, Karly
Robinson, Anthony Jones and Zack Dwyer for entrusting me with their DNA profiles.

Also, to Prue Cooper for entrusting Bernice Colvin’s DNA profile to me.

Thanks to Marchant Bryde for doing his test recently. This will add weight to the evidence and
help solve even more mysteries. All these profiles have helped by isolating the genetic path
back to Harry’s family.

Annette for having such a complicated family history.

This research has taken many, many hours over the past months in conjunction with my cousin
Katherine Pritchard. I'd like to acknowledge her skills and her generosity for her amazing
efforts on behalf of the Bryde family.

John Dwyer — June 2024

Mile End Rd in June 1899
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Harry’s True Beginnings

Harry George Fred Bryde was born Frederick George Greenland on September 2" 1884,
probably in the family home at 76 Mile End Rd, Stepney, in London’s East End
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He was baptized on September 215 of that year at Christ
Church in Stepney. His father was William Frederick
Greenland and mother was Emily Jacobs. William and Emily
were married on May 24t 1874 at St Peter’s in West
Hackney. He was the sixth child of seven born to the couple.

e Emily Rebecca (b1876)
e Nellie Hesta (b1878)

e Jane Alice (b1882)

e David William (b1880)

e Albert Victor (b1883)

e Frederick George 1884
e Lillian Victoria (b1887)

Christchurch
Spitalfields
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William was a hosier working for Emily’s father in Clerkenwell.

In the 1891 census Fred is 6 years old and the family are living at 6 Walpole Rd in Deptford.
William now declares that he is an agent for a Building Society.

In the 1911 Census taken on 31 Mar 1901, Fred Greenland is age 16 and the family is living
at 21 Angus St Deptford, Kent, England.

Fred Greenland follows his brother Albert into the butchering trade following his schooling
and then the records are silent for a time.
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In 1907 Emily Greenland and her son Albert are concerned enough to place an
advertisement in the Missing section of the newspaper seeking information about Fred.
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As far as the Greenland family history goes, this is the last anyone knows of Frederick George
Greenland. There may have been contact with family but if there was, it is not recorded and
not remembered.

In the 1911 census all the children have departed and William and Emily are lodging with
Emily’s father in Clerkenwell.

The adult children all marry and have their families. Time moves on and as far as we know,
the family never found out what happened to Fred
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Fred Greenland in Australia

The SS Urilla berthed in Sydney on July 29t 1915. Fred Greenland was listed as the assistant
to the chief steward, which fits with what we know about Harry’s career. Fred may have
spent the past eight years or so crewing on ships between Great Britain and the world’s
ports. There are some crew lists that have a Mr. F. Greenland on the crew as a cook, but |
have deemed that insufficient to be added to the record. It is quite possible that Fred
Greenland quit the Urilla’s crew in Sydney in 1915, but certainly he was at or very near the
end of his seafaring days. Between July 1915 and 1917, Fred began working as a camp cook
around NSW, probably with the railway gangs around the outer Sydney rim.
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The SS Urilla built by Sir Raylton Dixon & Co at Middlesbrough for Adelaide Steamship Co.
Launched 28.08.07 & completed 10/07. Tonnage 1965t. LPP 84.0 Beam 12.3. Port of registry
Adelaide. Sold in '31 & renamed Shun Kong, sold in '35 renamed Heng Mei, renamed again
in '35 to Lee Ping. Sank by gunfire from Japanese warships at Nantao on 23/08/37
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First Marriage

On July 26t 1917 at St Stephens Church of England in Thirlmere New South Wales, Frederick
George Greenland, Bachelor, 31 years old, married Lucy Linda Margaret Wood, the 18-year-
old daughter of James Henry Wood and Elizabeth née Goddard. Both state that they are
living at Bargo camp which was likely to have been the base camp for the permanent way
crews of the New South Wales Government railways (NSWGR)
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St Stephens Thirlmere- now a private residence

NSWhbirths, deaths and marriages online

Marriages Search Results

Registration Groom's Family Groom's Given Bride's Family Bride's Given District
Number Name Name(s) Name(s) Name(s)

() 768711917 GREENLAND FREDERICK G WOOD LUCYLM PICTON
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Interestingly, Fred states that both his mother and father are deceased, probably totally
unaware that they are alive and well with many years ahead of them yet. Did he tell them
his parents were deceased so the Wood family wouldn’t search for them later? Did Harry
actually know they were alive or not?

Parents

William Frederick Greenland
1851-1937

Emily Jacobs
1853-1931

Siblinasv

Probate for William Frederick Greenland

GREENLAND WVilliam Frederick of 174 Russell-avenue Wood
Green London N.22 died 28 March 1937 Administration
London 26 April to Albert Victor Greenland butcher.
Effects £79 0s. 10d.

Father, William Frederick Greenland doesn’t leave his money to his eldest son, David William
Greenland. Instead, he leaves his money to his youngest son, Albert Greenland.
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Leaving Frederick Greenland Behind

It’s unclear how long the marriage to Lucy lasted. Fred might have instantly regretted his
decision, or maybe he had been forced into the marriage. In any event he decided to
disappear and leave both his wife and former identity behind. The circumstances in the
short period between the end of July in 1917 and September of 1919 when Harry George
Fred Bryde appears into our history are lost to time.

So, on September 27t 1919, Harry George Fred Bryde steps out from nowhere to marry
Dora Fielding. The marriage likely takes place on the property where Harry is employed as a
cook, but is registered in the town of Henty. Harry states he is living in Bullenbong South,
which is nothing more than a few houses. Most likely he is employed on one of the sheep
stations in the area. Dora states she is living in Albury.

It is now obvious that the marriage to Dora was a bigamous one, as Frederick George
Greenland was still married to Lucy.

On 14 November 1934 the Sydney Morning Herald published a Decree Nisi that Lucy has
applied for a divorce from husband Fred Greenland on the basis of desertion. Decree
Absolute was granted in June 1935 with the notice published in the SMH on June 5t 1935.
Lucy then married William Ardsley Bradley in Queanbeyan soon after.

Lucy is also a hard research project. Following her marriage to William Ardsley she appears
on the 1943 electoral roll. In 1954 and 1958 she is listed as Lucy Linda Margaret Sullivan and
is living at Broken Hill West. Then she disappears again and to date | cannot find what
happened to her.
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Proof Positive — Katherine’s Handwriting Analysis

Three samples of handwriting were analysed. Two were known to be written by Harry
Bryde, being the parish register for the marriage in 1919 and the recipe. The other sample
of handwriting is from the marriage between Frederick George Greenland and Lucy Wood in
1917.

SAMPLE 1

Parish Register for marriage between Frederick George Greenland and Lucy Linda Wood
1917.

\ge was . 2 I
o MLM.&MM@&.

n

SAMPLE 2

Harry Bryde’s marriage 1919

SAMPLE 3

Harry Bryde’s handwriting of a recipe.
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This is definitely Harry,
NO DOUBT whatsoever.

The recipe shows Harry
has a variance in his
writing (one letter with
multiple formations)
which is highly unusual
for adults who have
received formal
schooling. Handwriting
is a skill which is refined
in primary school and the
individual style of writing
is usually fully developed
by the age of 10-12 years
old.

Changes to handwriting
in adulthood do occur
but the changes are
usually not in the
formation of letters (size,
shape, slant, spacing),
but will evident in the
pen pressure, steadiness
of the hand and these
changes are usually
because of age with
weakening of muscles in
the fingers and hands or
from medical conditions
like Arthritis or even
Parkinsons which impact
the control over an
implement (pen). They
are different changes to
writing than what we see
in Harry’s writing
samples.
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Variations in capital letter T

Regarding the recipe.... It starts off and he is showing
care and respect for writing. He is writing slowly and
purposefully. Then he loses patience or wants it written
quickly and his style changes.

He shows a variance in letter formation (different ways
to write one letter of the alphabet)- which is unusual for
an adult who has been to school. It definitely leans to
the belief he has changed his handwriting style as an
adult.
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When we compared the handwriting between the two marriages, we can the capital letter F
for Frederick is very similar, with the tail on the F. The final letter of Fredrick is a K but has
different formations between the 1917 and 1919 samples. This can be an indicator that the
letter K is being styled with a new formation (different shape than he is used to).

)  This Marriage was

solemnized between us | [.Zi. AR m?miﬁ&md,
| J

But we knew that based on the marriages of 1917 and 1919... there were markers showing
he had changed his handwriting

So, we look at the first few lines of the recipe and this is his educated handwriting. It’s
beautiful.

Notice on line ONE there is TOMATOES... that capital letter T is very specific.... it is almost
calligraphy.

The old-style capital F and capital T were similar.... and if we use that capital T and transfer
the style to the marriage of Frederick Greenland in 1917, it is a match.
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Then we look down a few lines to the word GRATED.... that letter G is capitalized and almost
identical to the letter G of Greenland in the 1917 marriage record.

RECIPE

Variations in the lower case r bewteen recipe, marriage of Greenland to
Wood and then marriage of Bryde to Fielding. LOWER CASE r

A

marriage of GREENLAND WOOD

One thing | didn't notice last
night but now stands out....
| knew Harry wrote his
lower-case r like a reversed
number 3. BUT.... if you
look at the marriage of
Greenland, he is ALSO
inconsistent with his letter
r. The lower-case rin
Frederick and the lower-
caserin Greenland are
different, which is exactly
what Harry does with his
writing... but more so after
the 1917 marriage
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Variations in capital S, then comparing T & G.

The T in TOMATOES has the same formation as the capital F of
Frederick in the marriage record Greenland and Wood. The Capital G in
Grated is a match. The Capital B is very open and

BRYDE MARRIAGE

His writing is somewhat
fluid... it changes and we
see the capital letters have
the most variation. The
Capital B and capital S are
usually a standard shape,
but he changes them a
little. Itisinconsistent
which is a direct
contradiction to his skill in
handwriting shown in the
first few lines of the recipe.

Annette also pointed out
the both the samples show
consistency in the
lowercase letter |, with
almost an apostrophe used

to dot the i at a consistent distance and position from the stroke.

=

' Gercpe e
P S S e e f?/ """" A sl
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David William Greenland

Fred Greenland’s older brother, David, also came to Australia but it is highly unlikely he
would ever have known that his missing brother was here and had settled in Newcastle with
a wife and family.

David married Esther Elizabeth Sarah Taylor in October 1909 at West Ham. Son William
Alfred was born in 1913. On December 15t 1919 the family left England on the Royal Mail
Liner Ormonde and arrived in Melbourne on December 26t

212 reenland Mr O.W, .y Melbourne Hosier »
213 de s d, i do fiousewife 9
do Macter W,A,| " do (]
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Marriage of William Greenland & Evelyn Bailey 25 Jan 1936 Dandenong Vic

L to R -: Esther Greenland (nee Taylor); David Greenland; Evelyn Annie Greenland (nee
Bailey); William Alfred Greenland; Evelyn’s mother Esther Behlow

Esther Mumford is Esther Taylor’s mother. She was widowed and married Schmidt. He
passed, then she married Behlow. They came to Australia too. Behlow was a seaman and in
1909 there is a newspaper article for him because he deserted the ship. Esther and Henry
Behlow died in Australia and the names of Greenland are mentioned in their obits.
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Harry Bryde and David Greenland.
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Fred / Harry’s Siblings

¢ Emily Rebecca Greenland (Jul 1876 - ?)

Married 25 December 1897 to Edward Henry Clark (1873-??)
% Nellie Hesta Greenland — 28 Jan 1878 to Jul 1952

Married: 1905 to John Henry Bibbings (1879-1942)
«» David William Greenland — (Jan 1880 to 24 Nov 1964)

Married Oct 1909 to Esther Elizabeth Sarah Taylor (1889-1945)

David Greenland’s grave Springvale Necropolis Victoria Australia

¢ Jane Alice Greenland (1882 to ??)

Married 19 may 1902 to Arthur Graham Reynolds (1876-1952)
¢ Albert Victor Greenland (Jul 1883-Mar 1966)

Married 17 October 1909 to Ida Matilda Gunther (1883-1957)
«»+ Lillian Victoria Greenland (4 mar 1887-Jul 1970)

Married 2 Aug 1909 to Fred Smythe (1879-1951)
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